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Whole Foods And Infinity Park Target Community
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Whole Foods is not a small company. It has
more than 400 stores throughout the country, recently expanded into Canada, and is
known for sourcing interesting products
from all over the globe. Amid such rapid
growth, Whole Foods has managed to retain
at each location an emphasis on building
relationships in the community around it, a
practice that infuses each store with a unique,
neighborhood vibe instead of a one-size-fitsall corporate branding. The Whole Foods
on Colorado Boulevard is no different.
Committed To The Community
Melanie Courey is the director of marketing for the store, which has been in Glendale since 2013. In that role, she works
within the community to find partners who
share Whole Foods’ core values and mission statement. The staff at the Glendale location then works with those partners in a
variety of ways to make Glendale a better
place to work and live. At any given time,
Whole Foods is working with at least one
school and two nonprofits.
Many stores offer a small discount —
five or 10 cents — to people who bring
their own bags. The Small Change Adds Up
program at Whole Foods gives shoppers
the option to donate that extra 10 cents per
bag to one of three charities (Each Whole
Foods location selects new charities every
few months). A few cents off a weekly grocery bill doesn’t make a noticeable difference for most shoppers. However, as the
program’s name suggests, when hundreds
of reusable bags are brought in every day,
the nickels and dimes suddenly amount
to something more significant. Steck Elementary School, which is just a few blocks
north of Whole Foods, is one of the organizations customers can donate to this fall.
“It’s good to know we’re making a direct
impact in our community — literally right
down the street,” Courey said. In addition
to the Small Change Adds Up program,

In addition to being part
of the rugby community,
Whole Foods also sets
up during Infinity Park’s
annual Monday Movie
Madness series over
the summer.
Whole Foods
emphasizes the
community around
it and enjoys
connecting all
individuals at various
community events.
Whole Foods works with local schools to
send produce and bulk supplies home with
students who otherwise don’t have access
to fresh, healthy food. This year, Whole
Foods is partnering with University Park
Elementary School.
One of the biggest community-oriented
days at Whole Foods is 5% Day, which occurs once each quarter. Whole Foods employees choose a nearby nonprofit to partner with, and, on 5% Day, five percent of
the total sales goes to that organization.
The program is about more than raising
money. Employees become invested in the
mission and success of the organization.
Employees usually have an opportunity
to meet those they are helping. In the weeks
leading up to 5% Day, the in-house graphic artist at Whole Foods creates a poster to
help share the nonprofit’s story throughout
the store. In the past, proceeds have helped
fund organizations including: a Denver Public Library youth outreach program that focused on healthy eating; the Rocky Mountain Youth Clinic, a health organization that
works with schools to assist students with
limited access to healthcare; History Colorado; Yoga For The People; and the Denver
Center for the Performing Arts, to name a
few. On the day of the event, customers can
also meet the recipients. Customers espe-

cially liked it when Denver Pet Partners,
who provide therapy animals to those in
need, came to Whole Foods on 5% Day
along with their amazing animals.

Connecting A Community
To The World
Like music or art, food can help introContinued on page 30

MONACO INN
RESTAURANT

A Dining Experience Like No Other!

Book Your Holiday Party Now!

Space for up to 40 people.
Come in and enjoy Greek, American & Mexican food
at a very reasonable price with terrific service.

Celebrate Thanksgiving With Us 11 a.m.-6 p.m.
Classic Roast Turkey $23

With stuffing, gravy and all the trimmings.
Also Offering Roast Leg of Lamb, Greek Combo Plate, Lamb Chops,
12 oz. New York Steak, Grilled Salmon & Grilled Trout
All accompanied by classic sides.

Serving Christmas Eve – 4 to 8 p.m. Featuring Prime Rib, Lamb Shank,
& Lamb Chops with Grilled Shrimp Regular dinner menu also available.

962 So. Monaco Parkway • 303-320-1104
We will be closed Christmas Day

Just South of Leetsdale at Monaco and Tennessee (Behind Diamond Shamrock Station)

Open Seven Days A Week • Lunch and Dinner • Take Out Available

www.monacoinnrestaurant.com
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duce people to new ideas, places, and people. Stroll slowly down an aisle at Whole
Foods, without a shopping list in hand,
and you’re sure to see a few things you’ve
never tried before; perhaps a few things
you didn’t even know existed. To that end,
Whole Foods goes out of its way to become
a global matchmaker of sorts —introducing people to food from around the world
— in addition to emphasizing the community immediately surrounding it.
To make a connection based on something deeper experiencing the products
themselves, Courey recently traveled to
Columbia to meet the people who supply
various Whole Foods products, including
many of the roses Whole Foods offers. “We
were working with suppliers in countries
where we source products, and we work
with their local communities in order to actively stimulate their own economy instead
of us just coming and buying,” she said.
Whole Foods helps fund micro-credit organizations, who in turn support the growth
of small businesses. On her trip, Courey
met one woman who makes meringue out
of a small room in the back of her house.
Using a loan, she was able to purchase
equipment that allowed her to increase
production. Another day, Courey and fellow Whole Foods employees helped build
a classroom for a group of deaf children,
after their former classroom was converted to animal feed storage.
Whole Foods And Rugby:
An All-Natural Partnership
Whole Foods has long had a partnership
with the Glendale Raptors and Infinity Park.
Courey said that when the opportunity
arose to become a sponsor of the annual
Serevi 7s tournament, they jumped at the
chance. “We absolutely wanted to be a part
of that.” In some senses, the tournament
came to them. The store, located just a few

blocks north of Infinity Park, was a popular
stop for hungry players after a match. “Our
store was absolutely overrun by those giant
rugby guys,” Courey said. “They cleaned us
out every day. It’s so fun to be on the floor
when they’re there.” This year, Courey decided to go a step further, bringing food for
all the rugby players to Infinity Park so they’d
have it on-site. So what do rugby players
want to eat? “Lots of protein, peanut butter,
and apparently they really enjoy gummy
bears.” Courey worked with area suppliers, such as Justin’s nut butter, to show off
“Colorado’s incredible local vendors.”
The partnership between Whole Foods
and Infinity Park works on several levels.
First, both organizations are committed to
supporting the Glendale community. Second, the crowd at Infinity Park is exactly the
kind of people Whole Foods is hoping to
reach. “These are people who are passionate about being a part of our community.
They are so excited to be part of this rugby
community. Glendale attracts such a fun
and different crowd, anything from a family with two kids to millennials. Being able
to reach them in a setting that isn’t in our
store let’s them see that we aren’t your typical grocery store.”

Sister To Save Sibling With Liver
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her room.”
Now, Elizabeth has the ability to give
her sister Emily the greatest payment anyone could ask for. “You get to give the
most beautiful gift that anyone can give,
which is the gift of life,” said Elizabeth.
For more information about organ and
tissue donation, visit DonorAlliance.org.
To register to be an organ and tissue
donor, visit DonateLifeColorado.org or
call 303-329-4747 for more information.
For help or support, visit the PSC Partners
website at www.pscpartners.org.

